INTRODUCTION
A few researches have concerned themselves with the structure and pollination of alfalfa flowers. Others have been made to compare the relative value of artificial tripping of the flowers in seed production. In none of these studies has an attempt been made to observe carefully the seasonal behavior of the individual flowers. No effort has been made to study the changes involved and the duration of the stages as they are related to the subsequent seed crop.
In view of the importance of this study to alfalfa seed growers, an investigation was begun on the Uintah Basin Alfalfa Seed Experimental Farm in 1926. The chief purpose of the work has been to observe carefully the behavior of alfalfa flowers growing under natural conditions while in the process of forming seed. An attempt has also been made to interpret this behavior in terms of effects upon the resulting seed crop.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Brand and Westgate a consider insects to be essential agents in bringing about the tripping and proper pollination of aKalfa flowers. Bumblebees (Bombus spp.) and wild bees (Megachile spp.) are generally considered to be the most efficient.
At the Arlington (Virginia) experimental farm they found that plants artificially tripped by exerting pressure successively over the whole plant yielded ~5.5% more pods than did plants in adjoining rows not so treated.
At Chico, California, they found an increase of 129% in the number of pods.
Piper, et al 4 present a review of the work of early European investigators on problems dealing with the pollination of alfalfa flowers. 
